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BRIEFER ARTICLES.
Difference between the common salt- wort and the Russian thistle —

Farmers' Bulletin no. 10, of the Department of Agriculture, on the

Russian thistle and other weeds, has aroused some interest in the

dis vt differences between the harmless saltwort Salsola Kali L.

ind the noxious Russian thistle Salsola Kali L., var. tragus DC.
The former has existed on the Atlantic coast for nearly a century at

in the lllack Hills. It has never been regarded as a troublesome

than

I he variety tragus was introduced into South Dakota from
3 about seventeen years ago and is now justly regarded as the

*or weed in the northwest.
The two forms appear very much alike but it is a matter of impor-

tance that they should be distinguished.
The original description of the variety is as follows: "/? Tragus,

™erecta glabra viridis, alis subbrevibus subroseis vel roseis."— DC.
>d. xiii. 2. 187. It is given here in full because De Candolle's

nodromus is not as available to all botanists as one might wish. In
fttion to these characters the following may aid in distinguishing
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^ red or magenta colored at maturity. The middle bract, or a
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L. H. Dewey, Washington, D. C.


